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NE year into its pilot program,
Othe Minnesota Department of

Agriculture has certified its
first farm in the voluntary Minnesota
Agricultural Water Quality Certification
Program.

The father-son farming partnership of
Gerald and Jared Nordick and their fami-
lies received the unique distinction June
11 as first certified in the state by MDA
officials. Their farm is south of Rothsay in
the Whiskey Creek watershed, one of four
pilot areas in the state.

The MAWQCP is a state-federal part-
nership among Minnesota, USDA and the
EPA. The voluntary program is designed to
promote and accelerate on-farm conser-
vation practices that maintain, improve
and protect the state’s lakes and rivers.
A memorandum of understanding was
signed by the state and federal agencies in

B A Rothsay farm is the first certified in the
state ag water quality program.

B Longtime conservation practices receive
recognition under MAWQCP.

B Certified farms gain 10 years’ certainty:
protection from new water-quality regs.

January 2012. In June 2013, after receiving
recommendations from its program advi-
sory committee, MDA announced the four
pilot areas and additional details.

Farmers who follow approved manage-
ment and conservation practices will be
certified and granted regulatory certainty
for 10 years, meaning that their farms will
not be subjected to new water-quality reg-
ulations during that time. Program officials
point out that regulatory certainty is one of
the key selling points of the pilot.

Gerald is a longtime conservationist,

MELELCED
# for propane

A Penton® Publication

www.FarmProgress.com

Consider crop
real estate LLC

having served on numerous state and local
conservation and environmental commit-
tees and boards since the mid-1980s.

“We need something for farmers to give
them recognition [for conservation prac-
tices] and protection from the constantly
moving [environmental regulatory] target
from bureaucracy and agencies,” Gerald
says. “This certification will give us 10
years of relief from state regulations.”

Effective conservation

The pilot program will help MDA deter-
mine which conservation practices are
most effective across the state’s diverse
landscape and cropping systems. Any farm
within one of the pilot watersheds is eli-
gible to participate.

The pilot watersheds and areas are Elm
Creek in Faribault, Jackson and Martin
counties; the Middle Sauk River in Stearns
County; Whiskey Creek in Otter Tail and
Wilkin counties; and the Whitewater River

i ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS: The
. family farm of Jared (left) and Gerald

Nordick, Rothsay, has been the first

. in the state and the nation to receive

regulatory certainty under Minnesota’s

3 Ag Water Quality Certification Program.
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in Olmsted, Wabasha and Winona coun-
ties.

Don Bajumpaa, Wilkin Soil and Water
Conservation District manager and cer-
tified program assessor, spent four days
on the Nordicks’ farm, walking fields and
poring over records and data.

“In most cases, with the state and fed-
eral programs we have, landowners have
to have a problem or make measurable
improvements to be eligible for them,” he
says.

“This program is different because
it rewards those producers who are
already getting it done. | wish we had
more programs like this. These farmers
are implementing and maintaining water
quality-friendly practices that improve the
health of our lakes, rivers and streams, and
they deserve recognition for that.”

B For more on MAWQCP and the
Nordicks, please see pages 6-7.
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