
COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS 

August 11, 2014 

 

Minutes of the Wilkin County Board of Commissioners held at the Courthouse, Breckenridge, 
Minnesota, on Monday,  August 11, 2014.  All Commissioners were present except 
Commissioner Miranowski.  Chairman Hovland called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. 
 
Motion by Folstad, seconded by Blaufuss and carried, to approve the agenda with additions. 
 
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Perry and carried, to approve the minutes of the July 22, 2014, 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Folstad offered the following resolution and moved for it’s adoption.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Blaufuss and carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 33-14 
 

WHEREAS, the Wilkin County Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on August 6, 
2014, for a conditional use permit request for Silvercast-Louis Jessop (applicant) and Jim Klein 
(owner). 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has notified all landowners required to be notified 
pursuant to the ordinance, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Wilkin County Planning Commission is recommending the conditional use 
permit request for this property based on the following findings: 
      1.   The proposed use protects the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of occupants of 
            surrounding lands, existing and anticipated land uses, traffic conditions including parking 
            facilities on adjacent streets and land, and the effect on agricultural usage and values of  
            property and scenic views in the surrounding areas. 
      2.   The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property 
            in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish  
            and impair property values within the immediate vicinity. 
      3.   The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development  
            and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area. 
      4.   Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are 
            being provided. 
      5.   Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and  
            loading space to serve the proposed use. 
      6.   Adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, 
           dust, noise, and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance. 
      7.   Adequate measures have been taken or will be taken to prevent soil erosion or other possible  
            pollution of public waters, both during and after construction. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wilkin County Board of Commissioners approve the conditional use 
permit to allow a gravel mining operation on property located on the E1/2 SE 1/4, Section 25, 
Township 135 North, Range 48 West (Roberts Township), Wilkin County, based on the above 
findings and with the following conditions: 
      1.   Dust complaints and dust management will be the responsibility of the landowner and contractor. 

       2.   All equipment used for mining operations shall be constructed, maintained and operated in such a manner 

             as to minimize, as far as is practicable, dust conditions which are injurious or substantially annoying to  

               persons living within six hundred (600) feet of the mining operations lot line. 

       3.   Maintain and operate all equipment in a manner that minimizes noise and vibration to the greatest extent  



             possible. Noise levels shall never exceed the acceptable locational thresholds established by the Minnesota  

             Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). 

       4.   Fuel tanks larger than 150 gallons stored on site are required to have an impervious secondary containment. 

       5.   During operation, keep any excavation in such condition as not to be dangerous from caving or sliding banks. 

       6.   A dike shall be installed along the edge of the mining pit of sufficient height to prevent all surface water 

             runoff from entering or exiting the mining pit. 

       7.  All top soil will be stripped and stock piled for site reclamation.  All mined areas will be reclaimed to  

            existing use prior to mining activity (cropland).  If there is land that cannot be put back to cropland  

            production, it must be planted to a grass mixture that is beneficial to haying, grazing, or wildlife uses. 

            Grass seed mixtures should be chosen in consultation with staff from the Wilkin Soil and Water 

            Conservation District or Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

       8.  All mined areas must be reclaimed within 6 months of mining termination. 

       9.  The mining pit area and any non-cropland areas will not be used as a dumping ground for any debris. 

            Debris shall be defined as garbage, refuse, used or broken lumber, wreckage from buildings or other  

            structures, used, broken or junk automobiles, agricultural implements or dismantled parts or bodies thereof,  

            and old junk iron and other material. 

                      10.  Applicant to secure Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Stormwater Permit and provide a copy to the 

           Wilkin County Zoning Administrator. 

    11.  Applicant to provide the Wilkin County Zoning Administrator with a copy of the lease agreement between 

               Applicant/Contractor and Land owner. (Compensation amount can be blanked out)  

    12.   Mining operations may not interfere with surface water drainage beyond the boundaries of the mining 

            operation. 

                      13.   Mining operations may not adversely affect the quality of surface or subsurface water resources. 

    14.   Surface water originating outside and passing through the mining site shall, at its point of departure from  

            the mining site, be of equal quality of the water as it was at the point where it entered the mining site.  The  

            mining operator must perform any water treatment necessary to comply with this provision. 

    15.   No materials, stock piles, equipment or machinery shall be stored adjacent to all public roads that will  

            obscure vehicle visibility or result in a snow removal hazard. 

    16.   A screening barrier must be maintained between the mining site and any residence within five hundred 

            (500) feet of any mining or operations. The screening barrier shall be planted with a species of fast  

            growing trees in consultation with the Wilkin Soil and Water Conservation District. 

    17.   Safety fencing, signs, gates, or restricted access may be required if mining operations are within 1000 feet 

            of a residential or commercial-industrial property. 

    18.   Setbacks 

(a)    Processing of minerals may not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to the property  

        line and not closer than one thousand (1000) feet to any residential or commercial structure located 

        prior to commencement of processing operations without the written consent of all owners and  

        residents of said structures. 

 

(b)   Mining operations shall not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to the boundary of any  

        zone where such operations are not permitted, nor shall such production or processing be conducted  

        closer than one hundred (100) feet to the boundary of an adjoining property, unless written consent  

        of all owners is first secured in writing. 

 

(c)   Mining operations shall not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to the right-of-way line of  

       any existing or platted street, road, or highway, except that excavating may be conducted within  

       such limits in order to reduce the elevation thereof in conformity to the existing or platted street, road,  

       or highway.  No material, stock piles, equipment or machinery shall be stored adjacent to all public  

       roads that will obscure vehicle visibility or result in a snow removal hazard. 

 

    19.   Permit is valid for 3 years and will expire December 31, 2017. 

    20.   No more than 10 acres will be opened at any one time for the mining of gravel. 

    21.   Operating hours for mining operations will be 6:30 am to 6:30 pm, Monday through Saturday. 

    22   Wilkin County reserves the right to review this permit at any time. 

 

Adopted this 11th day of August, 2014. 
Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(Seal) 
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA) 
)    CONDITIONAL USE 

COUNTY   OF   WILKIN) 
 



Pursuant to a public hearing conducted by the Wilkin County Planning Commission on August 
6, 2014, the Wilkin County Board of Commissioners hereby approves a Conditional Use Permit 
in behalf of: Silvercast - Louis Jessop (applicant) and Jim Klein (owner) 

 
In accordance with the provision in the Wilkin County Zoning Ordinance and pursuant to the 
requirements of Chapter 394.301, Minnesota Statutes. 
The approved Conditional Use Permit authorizes the above named to: 
To operate a gravel mining operation on the following described parcel of land: 
E ½ SE 1/4, Section 25, Township 135 North, Range 48 West (Roberts Township), Wilkin County 
and subject to the following conditions: 
      1.   Dust complaints and dust management will be the responsibility of the landowner and contractor. 

       2.   All equipment used for mining operations shall be constructed, maintained and operated in such a manner 

             as to minimize, as far as is practicable, dust conditions which are injurious or substantially annoying to  

               persons living within six hundred (600) feet of the mining operations lot line. 

       3.   Maintain and operate all equipment in a manner that minimizes noise and vibration to the greatest extent  

             possible. Noise levels shall never exceed the acceptable locational thresholds established by the Minnesota  

             Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). 

       4.   Fuel tanks larger than 150 gallons stored on site are required to have an impervious secondary containment. 

       5.   During operation, keep any excavation in such condition as not to be dangerous from caving or sliding banks. 

       6.   A dike shall be installed along the edge of the mining pit of sufficient height to prevent all surface water 

             runoff from entering or exiting the mining pit. 

       7.  All top soil will be stripped and stock piled for site reclamation.  All mined areas will be reclaimed to  

            existing use prior to mining activity (cropland).  If there is land that cannot be put back to cropland  

            production, it must be planted to a grass mixture that is beneficial to haying, grazing, or wildlife uses. 

            Grass seed mixtures should be chosen in consultation with staff from the Wilkin Soil and Water 

            Conservation District or Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

       8.  All mined areas must be reclaimed within 6 months of mining termination. 

       9.  The mining pit area and any non-cropland areas will not be used as a dumping ground for any debris. 

            Debris shall be defined as garbage, refuse, used or broken lumber, wreckage from buildings or other  

            structures, used, broken or junk automobiles, agricultural implements or dismantled parts or bodies thereof,  

            and old junk iron and other material. 

                      10.  Applicant to secure Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Stormwater Permit and provide a copy to the 

           Wilkin County Zoning Administrator. 

    11.  Applicant to provide the Wilkin County Zoning Administrator with a copy of the lease agreement between 

               Applicant/Contractor and Landowner. (Compensation amount can be blanked out)  

    12.   Mining operations may not interfere with surface water drainage beyond the boundaries of the mining 

            operation. 

                      13.   Mining operations may not adversely affect the quality of surface or subsurface water resources. 

    14.   Surface water originating outside and passing through the mining site shall, at its point of departure from  

            the mining site, be of equal quality of the water as it was at the point where it entered the mining site.  The  

            mining operator must perform any water treatment necessary to comply with this provision. 

    15.   No materials, stock piles, equipment or machinery shall be stored adjacent to all public roads that will  

            obscure vehicle visibility or result in a snow removal hazard. 

    16.   A screening barrier must be maintained between the mining site and any residence within five hundred 

            (500) feet of any mining or operations. The screening barrier shall be planted with a species of fast  

            growing trees in consultation with the Wilkin Soil and Water Conservation District. 

    17.   Safety fencing, signs, gates, or restricted access may be required if mining operations are within 1000 feet 

            of a residential or commercial-industrial property. 

    18.   Setbacks 

(a)    Processing of minerals may not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to the property  

        line and not closer than one thousand (1000) feet to any residential or commercial structure located 

        prior to commencement of processing operations without the written consent of all owners and  

        residents of said structures. 

 

(b)   Mining operations shall not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to the boundary of any  

        zone where such operations are not permitted, nor shall such production or processing be conducted  

        closer than one hundred (100) feet to the boundary of an adjoining property, unless written consent  

        of all owners is first secured in writing. 

 

                 (c)    Mining operations shall not be conducted closer than one hundred (100) feet to the right-of-way line of  

       any existing or platted street, road, or highway, except that excavating may be conducted within  

       such limits in order to reduce the elevation thereof in conformity to the existing or platted street, road,  

       or highway.  No material, stock piles, equipment or machinery shall be stored adjacent to all public  

       roads that will obscure vehicle visibility or result in a snow removal hazard. 

 

    19.   Permit is valid for 3 years and will expire December 31, 2017. 



    20.   No more than 10 acres will be opened at any one time for the mining of gravel. 

    21.   Operating hours for mining operations will be 6:30 am to 6:30 pm, Monday through Saturday. 

    22   Wilkin County reserves the right to review this permit at any time. 

 

The Wilkin County Zoning Administrator is hereby directed to issue the appropriate permits to this 
Conditional Use Order. 

 
As approved this 11th day of August, 2014. 

Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(Seal)  
 

The Commission set September 9, 2014, at 10:30 A.M. in the Commissioners Room as the date, 
time and location for the public hearing on the Wilkin County Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to approve the purchase  and payment for 
two pickups on the state bid from Nelson Auto Center, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, for the Highway 
Department as follows: 2014 Ford F-150XLT at a cost of $30,707.72 and  2015 Ford F-250 
XLT at a cost of $30,640.39. 
 
Motion by Perry, seconded by Blaufuss and carried, to approve the County Highway Department 
Report.  
 
Motion by Folstad, seconded by Perry, to change the waiting period for new County employees 
to be eligible for the county health insurance from the first day of the month following the first 
30 days of employment to the first of the month following the first 60 days of employment to be 
in effective 1-1-2015.  The motion carried on a 3-1 vote with Commissioner Blaufuss voting no. 
 
Matt Brodina, Jail Administrator, provided the monthly jail update. 
 
Motion by Perry, seconded by Blaufuss and carried, to approve a grade change, as recommended 
by the county’s consultant, for the Environmental/Zoning Officer, from grade 30 to grade 31. 
 
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to approve a county credit card application 
for a Public Health employee. 
 
Commissioner Folstad offered the following resolution and moved for it’s adoption.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Blaufuss and carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 34-14 

Lost or Destroyed Warrant - Sec. 471.415 

Minnesota Statutes 

 

WHEREAS, Reno Brand, has filed an affidavit stating that  Warrant  
No. 14553, issued in their favor, in the amount of $104.90 has been  lost or destroyed  
in the following manner:     lost;    and, 

 
WHEREAS, Sec. 471.415, Minnesota Statutes provides for issuing duplicate warrants for those  



lost or destroyed and without the filing of indemnifying bond to cover same upon the approval 
of the Governing Body of the County. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Auditor be authorized to issue a duplicate of  
the above mentioned warrant without the filing of an indemnifying bond and after payment 
has been stopped on the original warrant issued, by the County Treasurer. 

 
Adopted this 11th  day of August, 2014. 

Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(Seal) 
 

Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to authorize payment of the Wilkin County 
share of the current Richland/Wilkin JPA expenses in the amount of $31,935.40.     
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to go forward with moving the Law 
Library on the Court floor. 
 
Several informational items were shared. 
 
With no further business before the Commission and the next regular meeting date set for August 
19, 2014, at 8:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Room, Chairman Hovland adjourned the meeting 
at 9:25 A.M. 
 

Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(Seal) 


