
 
 

COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS 
May 12, 2009 

 
Minutes of the Wilkin County Board of Commissioners held at the Courthouse, Breckenridge, Minnesota, on 
Tuesday, May 12, 2009.  All Commissioners were present except Commissioner Miranowski.  Chairman 
Hovland called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. 
 
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to approve the agenda with additions. 
 
Motion by Perry, seconded by Blaufuss and carried, to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2009, meeting. 
 
Bruce Poppel, Environmental Officer, updated the Commission on the progress of the septic system for the city 
of Doran. 
 
Poppel presented two (2) quotes for a computer server that will house the County’s GIS data.  Quotes received 
were from: ByteSpeed, LLC, Moorhead, Minnesota, for $3,619.94;  Morris Electronics, Morris, Minnesota, for 
$3,471.08.  Motion by Folstad, seconded by Perry and carried, to accept the low quote of $3,471.08 from Morris 
Electronics. 
 
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to recommend that Nilsen Township  authorize 
installation of a flood drainage culvert diagonally across a Township Road intersection located at  290th Street 
and 240th Ave., to allow drainage access to County Ditch #34. 
 
Motion by Perry, seconded by Blaufuss and carried, to approve the County Engineer’s Report. 
 
Matt Brodina, Jail Administrator, reported on the April census for the Jail and updated the Commission 
regarding the engineer’s visit and the review of the make-up air units for the Jail/LEC. 
 
Brodina indicated that the treadmill in the exercise room of the jail is broken and worn out.  He presented quotes 
for purchasing a new one as follows: Walmart, Wahpeton, North Dakota, $377.00;  Sears, Wahpeton, North 
Dakota, $499.99.  Motion by Folstad to purchase the unit from Walmart.  The motion failed for lack of a 
second.  Motion by Blaufuss to purchase the unit from Sears.  The motion failed for lack of a second.  Brodina 
is to research commercial units that will probably last longer and return the information to a future meeting. 
 
Mike Stoltman, State of Minnesota,  presented a new two (2) year Sentence to Serve contract between the State 
and the County. The Cost for the program will be $75,989.00 over the two years.  After much discussion 
regarding whether the County is receiving a favorable benefit from the program, motion by Perry, seconded by 
Folstad and carried, to approve the contract and authorized the Sheriff and County Auditor to sign said contract. 

Commissioner Folstad offered the following resolution and moved for it’s adoption.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Blaufuss and carried. 
 

Resolution 16-09 
Proclamation  

“Parents Who Host, Lose the Most Month” 
 

WHEREAS, adults who provide alcohol to those below the legal drinking age of 21 are 
placing those youth at risk for health, safety and legal problems; and 

 
WHEREAS, alcohol use by young people is dangerous, not only because of the risks associated 
with acute impairment, but also because of the threat to their long-term development and well being: 



and 
 

WHEREAS, it is illegal to give or allow your teen’s friends to drink alcohol in your home, even  
with their parent’s permission; and 
 
WHEREAS, anyone found guilty of providing alcohol to youth can face up to a $3,000.00 fine and 1 
year in jail, in addition to any civil action that can be brought as a result of damages or injury related 
to the offense; and 

 
WHEREAS, adults have the authority and responsibility to our youth to provide them with alterative 
opportunities by creating alcohol free activities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Wilkin County Alcohol, Tobacco, & Other Drug Coalition, through the “Parents 
Who Host, Lose the Most: Don’t be a party to teenage drinking” campaign provides the educational 
materials to raise community awareness regarding an unhealthy practice; and 

 
WHEREAS, Wilkin County encourages residents to refuse to provide alcoholic beverages to underage 
youth and to take the necessary steps to discourage the illegal and unhealthy practice, including the 
reporting of underage drinking by calling law enforcement. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Wilkin County not only discourages the use of alcohol 
by those below the legal age of consumption but also exhorts all residents of Wilkin County to  
refuse to provide alcoholic beverages to those underage youth, and will continue to take the necessary 
steps to discourage this illegal and unhealthy activity. 

 
THEREFORE, I, Lyle Hovland, Chairman of the Wilkin County Board of Commissioners, State of 
Minnesota, do hereby proclaim, May, 2009 to be: 

 
“Parents Who Host, Lose the Most” month. 

 
Adopted this 12th day of May, 2009. 

 
Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(Seal) 
 
The County Auditor presented two (2) quotes for the purchase of a server for the County’s 
computer room as follows: Morris Electronics, Morris, Minnesota, $3,775.16; Radio Shack, 
Benson, Minnesota, $4,036.71.  Motion by Folstad, seconded by Perry and carried to accept the 
quote of Morris Electronics, Morris, Minnesota. 
 
Commissioner Perry offered the following resolution and moved for it’s adoption.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Blaufuss and carried. 

 RESOLUTION 17-09 
 2009 Memorial Day Appropriation 
 

WHEREAS, Sec. 375.35, Minnesota Statutes, provides that County Boards may appropriate 
annually to each post of recognized military serviceman's organization incorporated in the State 
of Minnesota within their respective County, not to exceed the sum of $100.00 to be used for 
expenses incurred for Memorial Day Services; and 

 



WHEREAS, Sec. 375.35, Minnesota Statutes, provides that the County Board of each County  
may appropriate from the Revenue Fund of the County not more than $400.00 annually to aid  
in the observance of Memorial Day in commemoration of the noble and valiant deeds of the  
Nation's soldier dead; and 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED;  That the sum of $100.00 be appropriated to each of the 
following organizations in Wilkin County to wit:  Knud Ellingson Post No. 376, Rothsay, MN;  
Alfred Lockman Post No. 53, Breckenridge, MN;  Nelson-Otteson Post No. 370, Wolverton, MN;  
Veterans of Foreign Wars #2776, Breckenridge, MN, and the County Auditor be authorized to 
issue warrants in payment of same. 

 
Adopted this 12th day of May, 2009. 

Lyle Hovland 
                                                                  Chairman 

Attest:   Wayne Bezenek                
               County Auditor 

(Seal) 
 
Commissioner Blaufuss offered the following resolution and moved for it’s adoption.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Perry and carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 18-09 
Proclamation for National Police Week 2009 

 
WHEREAS, there are approximately 900,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities  
across the United States, including 6 sworn  members of the Wilkin County Sheriff’s Office; 
 
WHEREAS, come 60,000 assaults against law enforcement officers are reported each year,  
resulting in approximately 16,000 injuries; 

 
WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1792, more than 18,000 law enforcement officers in 
the United States have made the ultimate sacrifice and been killed in the line of duty, however, none 
in the Wilkin County Sheriff’s Office; 

 
WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the walls of the  
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial, which was dedicated in 1991 in Washington, D.C.; 

 
WHEREAS, 387 names are being added to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
this spring, including 133 officers killed in 2008 and 254 officers killed in previous years; 

 
WHEREAS, the service and sacrifice of all officers killed in the line of duty will be honored, and  
the names of the Minnesota officers read in honor during the day prior to the Minnesota Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial Association’s Annual Candlelight Vigil, on the evening of  
Friday, May 15, 2009; 

 
WHEREAS, the Candlelight Vigil is part of National Police Week, which takes place this year on 
May 10-16; 

 
WHEREAS, May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, with Federal Law (P.L. 103-322) 
directing that all flags be flown at half-staff on that date in honor of fallen officers and their families. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wilkin County Board of Commissioners formally 
declares May 10-16, 2009, as Police Week in Wilkin County, and publicly salutes the service of  
law enforcement officers in our community and in communities across the nation. 



 
Adopted this 12th day of May, 2009. 

Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(Seal)  
 
Motion by Blaufuss, seconded by Folstad and carried, to approve a contract with PCiRoads, St. 
Michael, Minnesota, for Project # SAP 84-612-10 and authorized the Chairman and County 
Auditor to sign said contract. 
 
Several informational items were shared. 
 
Chairman Hovland closed the meeting at 9:28 A.M. to discuss a personnel issue. 
 
Chairman Hovland re-opened the meeting at 10:30 A.M. 
 
Motion by Folstad, seconded by Blaufuss and carried, to amend the County contract with Vernon 
Woytassek, Emergency Manager, as follows: Effective June 1, 2009, the County shall add 330 
hours to said contract, which reflects additional compensation of $874.75 per month, resulting in 
total monthly compensation of $2161.25 for the remaining 7 months of 2009.  The amendment 
shall expire with the contract on December 31, 2009. 
 
Woytassek distributed material referencing the proposed redesign of Minnesota Emergency 
Management.  This will be an agenda item for the June 9, 2009, meeting. 
 
Chairman Hovland closed the meeting at 10:35 A.M. to discuss employee contract negotiations. 
 
Chairman Hovland re-opened the meeting at 10:39 A.M.  No action taken. 
With no further business before the Commission and the next regularly scheduled meeting set for 
May 19, 2009, at 8:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Room, Chairman Hovland adjourned the 
meeting at 10:40 A.M. 

Lyle Hovland 
Chairman 

Attest: Wayne Bezenek 
County Auditor 

(seal) 


